DZ is Die Zeitung,
the newsletter of the
Connecticut Valley
Chapter of the
BMW Car Club
of America.

Vol46 No4
October November December 2018

Inside:
Cars & Coffee Open House at New Country BMW
The 45th Annual John Bisset Memorial Humpa Picnic
CVC Participation Drawing Winners Announced
September Drive-In Movie Night
“Drive-In Movies Across The Decades”
Annual Dinner Meeting Announced!

In This Issue
4 Welcome New Members!

Volume 46 Number 4

5 President’s Column, Info on the DZ, Subscriptions, Advertising, Image Usage
6 Cars & Coffee - Open House at New Country BMW
7 CVC Participation Drawing PrizeWinners Announced
8 The 45th Annual John Bisset Memorial Humpa Picnic
10 September Drive-In Movie Night
11 “Drive-In Movies Across The Decades”
13 Annual Dinner Meeting Announced!

3 ... DZ v46no4
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Scott Dubois
Lauren Eberly
Andrew Ault
Gerard Esposito
Keith & Carole
Kevin Fay
Baldwin
Kevin Fitzpatrick
James Bee
Aaron Franco
Jakob Behlke
Edward Germain
Geoff Benson
Zbigniew Gibek
Michael Bergman
Brian Goodman
Evan & Deb Berns Bob Granell
Alan & Nadia Blake Alicia Grant
Aiden Borruso
Lawrence Gregory
Elizabeth Brantley Hugh Griffin
John Brophy
Judy Hallock
Christopher Burns Christian Hansen
Ian Carvalho
Nick Hayes
James Chi
Richard Herrington
Catherine Chimbolo John Hilton
Charles Coviello
Carole Hochman
Leonello & Maria
Peter Holskin
Luisa Dinicola
Owen Howard
Tim Dorr
Ryan Huebner
William & Emily
Andrew Johnson
Dougherty
Justin Kababik
William Drain
Noah Kahn

2018 Board Members

Costa Kensington
Wookyung Kim
Harold Kramer
Jared Lane
Matthew LHeureux
Art Linden
Sarah Lucas
Jordan Maire
Silvio Mandara
Samantha
Mankowski
John Marburger
Bruce Marks
David Marsh
Michael McCullers
Timothy Mike
Joseph Milazzo
Shayna Moffatt
Stephen Monska
Nicholas & Holly
Moran
Artur Nowogrodzki
Greg Oshins
The Palacios Family
Dennis Pearson
Annette Perilli

Nils Petersen
John Piontkowski
Dominick Ricci
Monica Rigney
John Robison
Stephen Rosenbaum
Helena Rovella
Richard & RJ
Salerno
Remo Santilli
Karan Shah
Michael Shea
Avan Sheridan
Jeffery Soucy
Keith Stephan
Jack Strippel
Jeff Sullinger
Peter Swain
Steve Thiele
Raffi Tokatlian
Alexandra Tomasi
Christopher Turpin
Gary Waters
Clarissa Welti
Michael Williams
Douglas Wulffleff
Thomas Zima

President: Willy Wiley (203) 426-9208 wwiley@ctvalley.org
Vice President: Joe Robinson Membership Chair jrobinson@ctvalley.org
Secretary: John Bate jbate@ctvalley.org
Treasurer: Dave Ortoli, Street Survival Chair dortoli@ctvalley.org
Members-At-Large

Jonathan Bisset jeb@pai.necoxmail.com
Danielle Cartolano dcartolano@ctvalley.org
Heather Centrella hcentrella@ctvalley.org
Roger Chartier, Advertising rchartier@ctvalley.org
Bob Morin bmorin@ctvalley.org
Dave Mucciacciaro dmucciacciaro@ctvalley.org
jerri Wiley jwiley@ctvalley.org
Pat Delany cvc-dec@comcast.net
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Die Zeitung is edited by
Jason Wisniowski.
Cover photo by rally digital.

President’s Column

Can it be that the Labor Day weekend has already come
and gone? Well it has, so I’ll start off once again with the
usual listing of events that have taken place since my last
column.
Starting with the IMSA Race at Lime Rock Park (LRP)
in July – we had to abandon our usual EZ-Up membership
recruitment tent on the upper hillside overlooking the
Lefthander (due to the lack of volunteer support) and only
manned our hospitality tent. Fortunately, Regional Vice
President Lou Ann Shirk and her husband Lonny attended,
and were able to lend a hand. Luckily, because Oktoberfest
was only the week before, Lou Ann, along with Sheila and
I, were able to load up our cars with all kinds of leftovers
from O’fest. This allowed us to provide our guests with a
unique gift bag on both Friday and Saturday. Additionally,
Lou Ann secured five Hot Lap coupons from the generous
folks at the BMW Performance Center, and LRP gave
us two $250 Gift Certificates good for their Autocross
Lapping Days. Lou Ann also had several t-shirts and a few
jackets from Forgeline Wheels that were O’fest extras, so
several people left with door prizes too.
On that Friday, several members of the Turner Motorsports
Team (Will Turner, drivers Robby Foley & Bill
Auberlen, Strategist Don Salama, and Jake, who seems
to keep everyone focused) came to the tent and spoke
to us. Following that, on Saturday, Skip Barber and Eric
Wensberg spoke about the early relationship between
BMW and LRP. Finally, Tim Parker from New Country
BMW (always a generous sponsor) spoke to the group too.
We had attendees from all over the region, including CT,
MA, VT, NJ, NY, PA and probably elsewhere too, as we
didn’t find out where everyone was from. They all gave us
positive feedback and seemed to enjoy the hospitality, but
if we cannot get more Chapter support in the future, it may
be difficult to continue this event.
We also held our second Adult Car Control Clinic at
Consumer Reports in Colchester. Dave Ortoli, the event
chairman, reported that once again we had a lower-thanexpected turnout. Again, without more volunteer support
from our Chapter, it may be difficult to hold this event
again next year.
On a positive note, we did have another successful Humpa
picnic (see article). Thanks to Jonathan Bisset for hosting it
and all the other members who helped with the setup and
cooking.
There’s more to come this year so keep an eye on our Facebook page and the Chapter website. If you would like to
get event notices emailed to you, be sure to sign up for our
email blasts.

Willy
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DZ Information

Die Zeitung is published quarterly by the BMW CCA Connecticut Valley
Chapter, P.O.Box 432, Hartford, CT 06141
This newsletter and all of its content shall remain the sole property of the
BMW CCA Connecticut Valley Chapter, Inc. All information supplied
herein is provided by, and exclusively for, the members of the Club.
The Club is in no way associated with the importer, BMW NA, or any
other agents of the Bayerische Motoren Werke AktienGesellschaft,
Munchen, Freistaat Bayern, Deutschland.
The Club assumes no liability for the information presented herein. It
should be noted that, unless so stated, none of the information bears the
status of “Factory Approved.” The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed
herein are those of the authors and are not necessarily endorsed by the
Club. No authentication is implied by the editor or publisher. Modifications
to vehicles within the warranty period may void the warranty, in part or in
full. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce any material herein provided
full credit is given to the author and the Connecticut Valley Chapter.

Subscription Information
Membership in the BMW Car Club of America is $48.00 yearly and
includes a one year subscription to Roundel, the national publication of the
club and to Die Zeitung, the publication of the Connecticut Valley Chapter.
Associate membership is available for $10.00 per year and does not receive
publications.
To join, write or go online:
BMW CCA, Inc. 640 South Main Street, Greensville, SC 29601
phone: 864.250.0022 fax: 864.250.0038 membership: 800.878.9292 www.
bmwcca.org
Articles and other materials intended for inclusion in Die Zeitung should be
sent to DZ@CTValley.org. Copyright information must be included with all
items submitted for publication.

Advertising Information

The DZ is published in full color and distributed electronically to our
members and the public. It reaches over 2,200 enthusiastic BMW Club
members and receives views from all over the world. We provide URL links
to our advertisers’ websites directly from the eZine.

Annual Rates are as follows.
Full page - $1,295.40
Half page - $785.40
Quarter page - $479.40
Business card - $285.60
Full color camera ready art
should be emailed to
Roger Chartier at
RChartier@CTValley.org

Use of Images Statement
Chapter events may be photographed or recorded and
subsequent images published in the Chapter newsletter
or other BMW CCA publications. Attendance at
Chapter events constitutes permission by all participants
for public release of images from the event.
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CARS & COFFEE

For anyone reading this who is a client of New Country BMW in Hartford, CT, you likely know
that they have recently gone through quite an extensive remodeling – which has resulted in,
largely, an entirely new dealership. Well now they would like to show off the new facility to all
CVC members. They have invited the Chapter to attend an Open House / Cars & Coffee on
Saturday morning, October 27th, from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM. The dealership will be providing
coffee and donuts (of the non-rubber variety!) and plan to arrange for us to take a tour of the
building to see the transformations.
I can say that I have visited many BMW Centers since purchasing my first BMW in 1976 and
this may be the finest facility I have seen in the U.S., and rivals the best that I’ve seen in Europe,
as well. Why not join us and see if you agree?
Thanks to Tim Parker, Vice President of the Hartford New Country Motor Cars Group, for
opening their doors to us as well as for all of their support of our Chapter over the years.
What:
When:
Where:
Who:		

Open House/Cars & Coffee
Saturday, October 27, 2018; 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM
New Country BMW - 1 Weston Park Road, Hartford, CT 06120
All CVC Members and their Guests Questions: BMorin@ctvalley.org

~Bob Morin
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CVC “Participation Award”
Prize Drawing Winners

Announced!
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Earlier this year the BMW CCA Foundation gave the Connecticut Valley Chapter some great
items as a ‘thank-you’ for all the support our Chapter gives them. Of course the question of
what to do with these arose. Accordingly, the CVC Board of Directors decided to make these
very unique prizes part of a “participation award”. It was announced several months ago that
anyone who was an active Chapter member when they participated in a 2018 Chapter event, and
remained an active Chapter member by the time of the Annual John Bisset Memorial HumpaHumpa-Tätärä Picnic on September 9, 2018, would have a chance to win one of these great
prizes.
The winning names were drawn at the Tire Rack Street Survival
event that took place on September 29th at the Consumer Reports
Auto Test Track in Colchester, CT. Each member event
participation entry had been pre-assigned a randomly generated
number. Then, during the lunch break at the Street Survival event,
Jennifer Stockburger from Consumer Reports generated two
random numbers in order to pick the winners.
And the winners are…
Grand Prize: One Day M-School at the BMW Performance Center: Jason Wisniowski
Runner-Up Prize: Collectible, Limited Edition ‘Heroes of Bavaria’ book: jerri Wiley
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Annual John Bisset Memorial
Humpa-Humpa-Tätärä Picnic*

the 45

th

... (“Humpa Picnic”) was a great success, once again, thanks to the CVC board, CVC members,
and guests who attended the gathering. The weather was overcast and cool, one may even say
“Steel Grey”, but that did not diminish the attendance. The pavilion’s fireplace supplied warmth
from the day’s chill and proved to be a popular gathering place throughout the picnic. The event
was well attended with around eighty members and guests taking part. For some, this was the
first Chapter event they had attended. We hope the hot German food, assorted desserts, door
prizes, and shared camaraderie will encourage all to attend more of our Chapter events in the
future.
The shared food was a highlight as always. The Chapter provided the usual offerings of
Knackwurst (a garlicky pork and veal sausage hailing from Holstein), Weisswurst (a traditional
Bavarian sausage made from minced veal and pork back bacon), hot dogs, and hamburgers. All
those who attended were asked to bring a salad or dessert to share with the crowd. This resulted
in a crowd-pleasing smorgasbord of variety.
In addition, all adult attendees were encouraged to donate $5.00 (or more) to the Lewy Body
Dementia Association. Thanks to all the generosity we raised a total of $600 for this worthy
cause!
Door prizes were plentiful too. The Chapter provided $200 worth of gift cards for various
restaurants, retail stores, movie theaters, and Amazon. Many
thanks to Detailbest.com, South Side Wine & Spirits of South
Glastonbury, P21S, Perfect Auto Image, and Zymol Enterprises
whose generous donation of door prizes made it possible for all
members to leave with a gift.
Last but never least, thanks to Tony’s Imported Auto Service of
Manchester for supplying the Oktoberfest beer, as they have for
many years.
Thanks to all who attended this year’s Humpa Picnic. We look
forward to seeing you at a future event!
* The term “Humpa” is in imitation of the downbeats played by the
bass and/or tuba, and the off beats played by other instruments, to
provide rhythmic accompaniment for the melody of the music at
traditional Bavarian festivals such as Oktoberfest.
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Drive-In Movies Across The Decades:
The 1950s vs.1990s vs. 2018
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Back when I was a kid in the ‘50s, my Mom and Dad would put my younger sister and I in our
PJs and load us into the non-seatbelted backseat of our family barge and take us to a drive-in
movie theater for a double feature. After the first movie, we were expected to be tired enough to
fall asleep in the back while Mom and Dad watched the second feature and then we drove home.
Now, I was too young to remember exactly what that entailed from the driver’s seat perspective,
but I’m pretty sure it went something like this: Drive up to the ticket window and pay for four
tickets, then find a suitable parking spot as close to the middle of the giant screen as possible,
being careful not to hit the stanchion containing a really cool mono speaker. Once parked, Dad
would shut the headlights off, turn the car key to ‘Off ’ and then, after removing the speaker from
its post and passing it through the open window, roll said window mostly up (yes, with a crank!)
until the speaker could be hooked over the top. Once in place, he would turn the little knob until
the volume was appropriate and we were set…until someone wanted popcorn. Then, because
he couldn’t really open the door with the speaker attached, he’d reversed the process, go buy the
popcorn and come back with hands filled with goodies, and after passing them around the car,
reattach the speaker. Obviously, it was best to confine the refreshment stand runs to before the
movie began.
This system worked well until a tired parent or two over the years drove off at the conclusion of
the second movie, without remembering that the speaker was still attached to the car, and tore
the wire out of the post or maybe even the post out of the ground!
By the time my e30 left Garching in 1990, most drive-in movie theaters had gone the way of the
Dodo bird. However, there were still a few around and most still looked decidedly as they did in
the 50s. Fast-forward to several years ago, Heather Centrella approached the Board and asked
if we’d like to do a drive-in movie night for our Chapter and all concurred that it would be fun.
Sheila and I signed up and we drove our 1990 M3 that night. We drove up to the ticket booth,
paid for our tickets, found a suitable parking space as close to the center of the giant screen as
possible, turned the headlights off, turned the car key to ‘Off ’, then pulled lawn chairs out of the
trunk and basically tailgated with fellow CVC members until the movie began. At that point, we
returned to our car, turned the key one click to the accessory mode, turned on the radio, dialed in
the designated FM station and listened to the movie over the car’s 4-speaker stereo system. Oh
yeah, and maybe we slightly reclined the 8-way manually adjusted front seats for more comfort.
Some in our group wished to watch from their lawn chairs, so they turned their radio volumes up
higher so that they could still hear from outside their cars.
Click the fast-forward button again, and now it’s September 2018. A few weeks prior, Dave
Mucciacciaro had come to the Board and asked if we’d like to try another drive-in movie night.
We said “sure, the last time was fun, so why not?!” Sheila and I once again signed up and this time
we drove our 2018 440i. So, how different could it be from only a few years back?
(cont’d.)
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Drive-In Movies Across The Decades:
The 1950s vs.1990s vs. 2018

(cont’d.)

We drove up to the ticket booth, paid for our tickets, found a suitable parking space as close to
the center of the giant screen as possible, fully pressed the ‘Start’ button to shut the car off, pulled
lawn chairs out of the trunk and tailgated with fellow CVC members until the movie began. As
before, some in the group chose to watch the movie from their lawn chairs, but instead of having
to rely on FM car radios, Dave had brought a large portable speaker to pipe the sound ‘round.
At that point, Sheila and I returned to our car, and I pressed the ‘Start’ button once, without my
foot on the brake, so the car wouldn’t start, but would only power up accessory mode, and that’s
where the fun began! As I turned the radio on and fiddled with the iDrive controller to “dial in”
the designated FM station so we could listen to the movie on the car’s HiFi Sound System with
7-channel 205-watt amplifier, Dave approaches the car and asks if we know that our headlights
are on. Yes, the automatic headlights have activated when we went into accessory mode by
pressing the ‘Start’ button. I twist the headlight switch to ‘Off ’. A few seconds later, Dave returns
and says, “Now your Daytime Running Lights are on.” Of course they are! So next I go through
the iDrive menu to find “Exterior Lighting” then “Daytime Running Lights” and uncheck that
box. We adjust our 20-way power seats for more comfort and settle in. It was at that point that
I realized that the still-lit iDrive screen was in our line of sight. I was pretty sure there’s a way to
shut that off, but by now the movie is about to begin, so we find the brochure the theater handed
us when we paid and leaned it against the screen (purpose served!). Okay, one last problem, the
Head-Up Display was still visible in the center of my view from the driver’s seat (could my Dad
ever have fathomed such a thing?!). With no more time to fiddle, I reclined my seat further and
the steering wheel thoughtfully blocked the HUD so I could enjoy the movie.

Who knew that BMW should have an entire section in the owner’s manual entitled: “What to do
if you plan to go to a drive-in movie.” Oh technology!
~Bob Morin
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Annual Dinner Meeting
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February 9, 2019 ~ 6:30pm
The 2019 BMW Connecticut Valley Chapter Annual Dinner and Election Meeting will be held at

Cascade in Hamden, CT. At the suggestion of some members to “move it around”, we are!
Want to have an enjoyable evening, get involved, make suggestions, meet the Board, socialize
with other wonderful members of the Chapter?? Come, participate, have fun, and win something!!

Doors open for cocktail hour at 6:30pm. Dinner will be served at 7:30pm. There will be entertainment,
announcement of the newly elected 2019 Board Members, and door prizes throughout the evening.
Stay tuned to your email and our website (ctvalley.org) for speaker announcement and additional details!
To attend, please sign-up at motorsportreg.com* or send checks made payable to
BMW CCA-CVC in the amount of $40 per person to BMW CCA-CVC at P.O. Box 432,
Hartford, CT 06141 for receipt by February 2, 2019. Please include attendee name(s), email
address(es) and member number(s) {if applicable} with your check. While you do not need to be a
member to attend, only chapter and associate members are eligible for door prizes.

Cost: $40.00 per person
Date: February 9, 2019 at 6:30pm
Location: Cascade Fine Catering
480 Sherman Ave, Hamden, CT 06514

For questions, email hcentrella@ctvalley.org
*Sign-up begins Dec. 1, 2018 Thank you!

13 ... DZ v46no4

14 ... DZ v46no4

Volume 46 Number 4

15 ... DZ v46no4

16 ... DZ v46no4

17 ... DZ v46no4

BMW CCA
Connecticut Valley Chapter, Inc.
P.O.Box 432
Hartford, CT 06141

Dated Material

Moving? Please notify BMW CCA directly at
BMW CCA, 640 South Main St., Greenville, SC 29601

ACTIVITIES!
Oct 12-14 - Driver School at Whiskey Hill, Palmer, MA
Oct 19 - Business Meeting, host Dave Ortoli
Nov 16 - Business Meeting, host jerri Wiley
Dec 1 - Holiday Party
Dec 14 - Business Meeting, host Roger Chartier
Feb 9, 2019 - Annual Dinner Meeting

Be sure to check the website for the most
up-to-date times/dates for all events.

