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Die Zeitung is published quarterly by the BMW CCA Connecticut Valley 
Chapter, P.O.Box 432, Hartford, CT 06141

This newsletter and all of its content shall remain the sole property of the 
BMW CCA Connecticut Valley Chapter, Inc. All information supplied herein is 
provided by, and exclusively for, the members of the Club.

The Club is in no way associated with the importer, BMW NA, or any other 
agents of the Bayerische Motoren Werke AktienGesellschaft, Munchen, 
Freistaat Bayern, Deutschland.

The Club assumes no liability for the information presented herein. It should 
be noted that, unless so stated, none of the information bears the status of 
“Factory Approved.” The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed herein 
are those of the authors and are not necessarily endorsed by the Club. No 
authentication is implied by the editor or publisher. Modifications to vehicles 
within the warranty period may void the warranty, in part or in full. Permission 
is hereby granted to reproduce any material herein provided full credit is 
given to the author and the Connecticut Valley Chapter.
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USE OF IMAGES STATEMENT
Chapter events may be photographed or recorded and 
subsequent images published in the Chapter newsletter or 
other BMW CCA publications. Attendance at Chapter events 
constitutes permission by all participants for public release of 
images from the event.

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Well another year has come and gone and 
by most accounts it was a successful one. 
By the time you read this we’ll already have 
started our planning for 2019. If anyone 
has noticed, the publication date of this 
newsletter is a prime example of proactive 
planning!

The BMW CCA requires us to publish a 
newsletter for our chapter members every 
90 days, and by our own chapter bylaws 
we have to provide the ballot for next year’s 
Board elections at least 30 days before 
our annual meeting. For this issue of The 
DZ, the Board decided to shorten the 
90-day publication deadline so as to avoid 
having to mail out a special edition just for 
the ballot. This thoughtful planning also 
helped avoid the composition and mailing 
expenses of such a special issue. As it gets 
sent via email, why is there an expense for 
mailing it you ask? Well the answer to that 
is we still have to mail out close to 200 
copies of each issue to those members 
who have elected to receive it in hard copy. 
Please consider receiving future issues 
of The DZ electronically, and enjoy them 
in their full-color splendor. Remember, 
the less money we spend, the more of it 
we can use to host great events for the 
Chapter!

In addition to the Board election and annual 
dinner meeting coming up in February, we 
plan on putting together the same kinds 
of picnics, socials, and driving events as 
we had last year. Due to some changes 
in the way we have to obtain insurance 
coverage, we might try to do some more 
spontaneous events which we would 
only announce through online and social 
media outlets. This could be something 
as simple as meeting at one of the many 
microbreweries in the state on an ice-free 
night this winter. See you out there!
– Willy
 



develop a relationship, even if only 
for the day. A third element to what 
makes Street Survival different is 
that the students are most often 
taking the class in the vehicle they 
will be driving on a day-to-day basis. 
What could be better than learning 
driving skills, but also learning them 
in your own car? We've seen the 
spectrum in terms of cars used, 
but with the one-on-one coaching, 
instructors are able to tailor what 
each student needs to best handle 
their own vehicle. However, in the 
end, it’s the confidence that the 
students leave with that we find 
most inspiring. Kids who are best 
described at the start as tentative, 
obtain confidence. Those that 
clearly arrive under a strict edict 
from their parents, leave with a smile 
on their faces. Even those that arrive 
already possessing good skills walk 
away learning at least one new key 
skill - even if it’s simply how little 
a tractor-trailer driver can see of 
the surrounding traffic due to the 
myriad of blind spots.”

Jackie Odyniec, A Student in 
September’s Session:

“A few years ago, my dad read an 
article in a local paper about the 
Tire Rack Street Survival School 
and ever since then, he has been 
waiting for me to be old enough 

IN THE REARVIEW: 2018 STREET SURVIVAL EVENTS
hope you’ve gotten a good measure 
of satisfaction from watching the 
students improve during the day.

For some different viewpoints, I 
was able to obtain some comments 
from Jen Stockburger of Consumer 
Reports and one of our teen 
students:

Jen Stockburger, Director of 
Operations, Consumer Reports

“Consumer Reports continues to 
support the Tire Rack Street Survival 
Program by allowing use of our track 
and facility for yearly Spring and 
Fall schools. But it’s not just the fact 
that we have a fabulous venue for 
hosting Street Survival that makes 
the ongoing relationship work, 
it’s our belief in what the schools 
provide. First, as automotive testers, 
we have experienced driving 
schools ourselves firsthand and we 
recognize that those that charge as 
much as $1000/day are far out of 
reach for many families. The Street 
Survival Programs not only provide 
a similar level of instruction but they 
do so at a far more affordable price. 
Second, the support of so many 
volunteer instructors means that for 
most schools, students are provided 
with one-on-one coaching. Not only 
have we seen driving skills improve, 
we have seen student and coaches 

his was another very successful 
year for the CT Valley Chapter’s 

safe driving programs. We held two 
Street Survival teen schools and one 
adult car control clinic. The former 
were our 18th and 19th Street 
Survival schools, completing the 
Chapter’s 12th year of hosting these 
events. We have had 560 students 
complete the course so far. For both 
schools this year, there was a very 
high level of interest, with wait lists 
for both sessions. Luckily, we were 
able to accommodate all students. 
For our adult car control clinic, we 
had a 50% increase in participants 
versus the first school in 2017.

We continue to be very fortunate 
to partner with Consumer Reports 
who provides our Chapter 
with access to their incredible 
Colchester location and a great 
deal of support along with it. We 
can’t thank them enough for their 
enthusiasm and assistance! We are 
also lucky to have an awesome staff 
that willingly endures less than ideal 
weather at times, without complaint, 
and will fill in at any position as 
needed. The kitchen staff keeps 
everyone nourished and happy, 
and Heather Centrella seems to 
have cloned herself to make sure 
everything is running smoothly. My 
sincere thanks to everyone who 
has worked at the schools, and I 

T
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to take this course. He tried last 
year, but the best he could do was 
get me on a waiting list. He even 
thought about signing me up for a 
class in Saratoga, New York, but my 
sport’s schedule just didn’t allow 
for such a long trip. He then signed 
me up earlier this year but I was 
again waitlisted. Fortunately, he 
received an e-mail informing him of 
the second session in September. 
While I never really fought my dad 
over this class, I wasn’t too thrilled 
about going. My dad, on the other 
hand, was so excited to finally have 
me attend.

Our class was held on a summer-
like day in late September. We got 
an early start, but my dad followed 
his GPS rather than the written 
directions to this somewhat hidden 
facility, and we ended up on a dirt 
road that had been washed out. We 
met another student who also got 
lost, but with the help from Dave 
Ortoli (who thankfully put his phone 
number on the bottom of the printed 
directions) we were able to get to 
the site only a few minutes late.

We were rushed through the sign-
in procedures and we barely had 
time to get our tires up to the proper 
pressure before we needed to head 
out to the track. Everyone worked 
hard to get us caught up and we got 

in line just as the rest of the cars 
were driving off to the first event, 
which was the hard-braking test on 
the facility’s former drag strip.

My dad was very impressed with 
my in-car coach, Jim MacPherson, 
and wasn’t sure, but he thought that 
Mr. MacPherson might have written 
the article that first got him hooked 
on the idea of me attending this 
program. I too liked Mr. MacPherson, 
he was so easy to talk to and he 
really encouraged me to get on the 
gas pedal and feel the power of full 
acceleration along with hard braking. 
I enjoyed his stories and he gave me 
positive feedback throughout the 
day.

We watched videos in between 
driving sessions. While they were full 
of helpful ideas and warnings, they 
couldn’t compare to the fun I had on 
the wet skid pad or in the accident 
avoidance driving session. The 
tractor-trailer blind spot training was 
amazing and scary at the same time. 
None of us ever imagined that there 
was a dump truck on the right side 
of the cab in the trucker’s blind spot.

My dad has talked about this 
school for quite some time. I kept 
hoping that he would forget about 
it as I had been driving for almost 
10 months when he signed me up 

for this session. My mood quickly 
changed when Mr. MacPherson told 
me to accelerate hard down the 
track and then slam on the brakes. It 
took me a few times at each event to 
get up the nerve to punch the gas, 
but once I got used to the feeling, I 
couldn’t get enough of this type of 
controlled, crazy driving.

I know that my dad had a great 
time talking to Mr. MacPherson 
and I came away with a better 
understanding of how to handle 
myself should I ever be involved 
in an emergency situation which 
required me to either accelerate, 
brake, or swerve to avoid danger. 
I never would have thought that a 
driving school could be so much 
fun while also helping me become a 
better driver. I learned more real-life 
skills during this one-day session 
than I might have learned in years 
of everyday driving. The Tire Rack 
Street Survival School was a great 
learning experience, which I have 
already recommended to several of 
my friends. Thanks for hosting such a 
great program!”

Early next year we will begin 
the planning for the 2019 schools, 
looking at schedules to see what 
works best. I will try to get the dates 
out to everyone early so that they 
can plan their calendars accordingly.



February 9, 2019 ~ 6:30pm

Cost:    $40.00 per person
Date:   February 9, 2019 at 6:30pm
Location:  Cascade Fine Catering
480 Sherman Ave, Hamden, CT 06514

Annual Dinner 
M e e t i n g

The 2019 BMW Connecticut Valley Chapter Annual Dinner and Election Meeting will be held at 
Cascade in Hamden, CT.  At the suggestion of some members to “move it around”, we are!

Want to have an enjoyable evening, get involved, make suggestions, meet the Board, and socialize 
with other wonderful members of the Chapter?? Come, participate, have fun, and win something!! 

Doors open for cocktail hour at 6:30pm. Dinner will be served at 7:30pm. There will be entertainment, 
announcement of the newly elected 2019 Board Members, and door prizes throughout the evening.

See speaker announcement and additional details on the next page, on our website, and in your email!
To attend, please sign-up at motorsportreg.com or send checks made payable to BMW CCA-CVC in the 
amount of $40 per person to BMW CCA-CVC at Box 432, Hartford, CT 06141 for receipt by February 

2, 2019. Please include attendee name(s), email address(es) and member number(s) {if applicable} with 
your check. While you do not need to be a member to attend, only Chapter and Associate Members are eligible for 

door prizes.

For questions, email hcentrella@ctvalley.org



Erik has been a BMW CCA 
member for many years and in 2017 
he was the recipient of the Club’s 
most prestigious individual honor 
when he received the “Friend of the 
Club” award at the BMW CCA Corral 
at Lime Rock Park during the IMSA 
WeatherTech SportsCar Series 
weekend. This award recognizes 
individuals who have demonstrated 
outstanding enthusiasm, passion, 
and dedication to the Club and who 
have devoted their time and talent 
to improve and enhance the Club 
experience.

This dinner will offer CVC 
members a unique opportunity to 
hear some memorable anecdotes 
by one of America’s best BMW 
storytellers and I hope that you will 
not pass up this opportunity to join 
us.

ANNUAL DINNER SPEAKER ANNOUNCED!
stories when he weaves a tale. If 
you have ever had the opportunity 
to stroll down Lime Rock’s front 
straight during one of their Vintage 
Festival Concours, or through the 
paddock at Laguna Seca during 
the Festorics Weekend, you will 
know what I mean. If you would like 
a sample, please check out The 
Ultimate Pit Walk video where Erik 
walks guests through the closing 
weekend event at the 2018 BMW 
CCA Foundation’s Heroes of Bavaria 
Exhibit: Eric Narrates The Weekend

Longtime Connecticut Valley 
members may also remember that 
Erik has previously spoken at one 
of our Annual Dinners, and what a 
wonderful event that was.

Currently the Vice President of 
AMI Graphics, Erik lives with his 
lovely wife Molly in Strafford, NH. 
He is still involved with BMWs and 
in motorsports in several ways. 
He serves as a special advisor to 
the BMW CCA Foundation and is 
especially passionate about The 
Tire Rack Street Survival Program, 
where he has been instrumental in 
obtaining corporate support and 
sponsorship. Erik is also a member 
of The Board of Governors of Lime 
Rock Park and the Lime Rock Drivers 
Club.

he CT Valley Chapter is both 
very pleased and truly excited 

to announce that Erik Wensberg 
has agreed to be our special guest 
speaker for our Annual Dinner 
Meeting on February 9th, 2019 at 
Cascade in Hamden, CT.

The oldtimers within BMW 
CCA should know the name, 
as Erik served as BMW NA M 
Brand Manager and Motorsports 
Manager from 1985 to 1998. He was 
instrumental in making the BMW M 
Brand and BMW Motorsports what 
it is domestically today. During Erik’s 
tenure, the U.S. became the #1 
market for M vehicles in the world. 
Rather famously, he was also the 
person responsible for gathering 
all the letters written by BMW CCA 
members when BMW AG had 
already made the decision that they 
were not going to import the E36 
M3. He was able to persuade AG 
that there was a case to be made 
for a U.S. version of that car, which 
was really the beginning of the U.S. 
becoming so important for M car 
sales. Said domestic demand led 
to a full-blown European version 
being imported, versus a detuned 
substitute, when the E36 M3 was 
replaced with the E46 variant.

Erik’s knowledge of BMWs, M 
cars, motorsport, and vintage cars 
in general is encyclopedic. He also 
possesses one of those “radio 
voices” that really enhances his 

T

"He possesses one 
of those “radio 

voices” that really 
enhances his 

stories when he 
weaves a tale."

https://youtu.be/MEnC60aAFvk


One of the most common criticisms voiced by members of 

the BMW CCA is the lack of events for members aside from 

active driving events. The board of the CT Valley Chapter 

is always looking for new and interesting ideas for events 

to increase camaraderie amongst the club. If you have any 

ideas for an event that the club could sponsor in some way, 

feel free to reach out to any of the board members. These 

events can range from go-karting, skiing, ice skating, brewery 

tours, bowling, or even just an informal get together at a local 

restaurant/pub. Contact information can be found on the CT 

Valley Chapter website @ http://www.ctvalley.org/contact/

GOT AN IDEA FOR AN EVENT? 
WE WANT TO HEAR 

ABOUT IT!



NEW COUNTRY BMW HOSTS 
OUR CHAPTER

n Saturday, October 27th, New Country 
BMW played host to a large group of CVC 

members and guests for what was billed as a 
Cars & Coffee and Open House at their newly 
renovated facility in Hartford, CT. A classic 
Nor’easter made sure the Cars & Coffee idea 
was limited to just the latter. That said, the 
coffee was hot and the delicious (non-rubber!) 
donuts were imported from Mrs. Murphy’s 
award winning donut shop in Southwick, MA.

After several minutes of caffeinated 
socializing and sugaring up, our host for the 
morning, Vice-President of the Hartford New 
Country Group and long-time CVC member 
Tim Parker led us on a backstage tour of their 
beautiful new facility. In the showroom, Tim 
spoke a bit about his history with New Country 
and some details about the parent company 
and this location in particular. Then it was onto 
the new waiting areas where Tim explained 
why they now have three visitor lounges. This 
setup allows clients who are waiting for service 
a choice; there’s one for those who may want to 
watch the news, one for those more interested 
in sports, and finally, one for those who would 
just like a quiet place to get some work or 
reading done.

From there, we passed through the Parts 
Department and Gift Shop and onto the 
Service Check-in Area. Then we headed into 
the Service Area itself, where at the opposite 
end of the shop, we saw the vehicle prep area. 
The latter is where they prepare those new 
BMWs before client deliveries. One of the more 
unique features of their new facility is a very 
cool 360-degree photo booth for taking vehicle 
photos for ads and internet sales. Finally, we 
visited the delivery area where new owners will 
pick up their beautiful new BMWs.

Guests were encouraged to stay and 
socialize and perhaps have another donut (or 
two) before heading back out into the rain and 
wind for the ride home. A very special thanks 
goes to Tim Parker and all the staff at New 
Country BMW for their hospitality and for their 
continued support of our Chapter.

O
By BOB MORIN



his year the CT Valley 
Chapter decided to try a 

new location for the Haunted Fall 
Meet - Sherwood Island Park in 
Westport, CT. Some CVC members 
recommended this spot and after 
further inspection we feel that it 
has lots of potential. The weather 
wasn’t the best for our get-together 
but people still showed up to show 
off their BMWs! BMW Hats and 
coffee mugs were given away to the 
owners of the day’s favorite cars. 
Winning cars were an e30 M3, an 
e23 735i, and a 2002 with custom 
work done. It’s a good location with 
picnic tables right next to large 
parking lots and attendees are able 
to take a walk down to the beach 
too. We look forward to returning to 
Sherwood Island Park next fall. Be 
sure to join us there next year!

SHORELINE SCARES
 (AND SOME GREAT CARS TOO)

T
By JOE ROBINSON

spooooky
fun!



A JOYOUS GATHERING: CHAPTER HOLIDAY PARTY
nce again the CT Valley 
Chapter had its annual 

Holiday Party and Yankee Swap at 
the Sloper-Wesoly House in New 
Britain, CT. Thankfully for anyone still 
running high performance rubber, 
this year’s party, on December 1st, 
saw no snow fall. The potential for an 
early New England winter surprise 
is often the only flaw in this event; 
because everything else is the best 
you could ask for!

The people in attendance are 
not just friendly and intelligent but 
they’re also funny! The Yankee Swap 
is always a hit and the music played 
by Jane Bate fills the house with 
even more festive feelings. Those 
in attendance were asked to bring 

O
By JOE ROBINSON

either an appetizer or a dessert. The 
main course was provided thanks 
to Maria Hurczin using her catering 
connections once again and there 
were plenty of leftovers to be taken 
home. Roger Chartier selected the 
beer and wine, and all were a big hit. 

A special Thank You goes out to 
the Chapter Board members who 
come together to make this event 
happen and it’s a joy to spend it 
with longtime, like-minded friends. 
If you haven’t been to this event yet 
be sure to come out next year, you’ll 
make new friends and start a new 
tradition for yourself by joining ours. 
Until we can raise a toast together 
again, happiest holidays to all!

HolidayFun!
HolidayFun!
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Election Ballot #1 

Required:

Name _______________________________________________ Membership Number __________________

□ Primary Member       □ Associate Member 

Officers:
President:   □ Willy Wiley        □ _______________       VP:   □ Joe Robinson        □ _________________

Secretary:   □ John Bate        □ ________________       Treasurer:   □ Dave Ortoli        □ _______________

Members-At-Large: Please vote for up to ten. 

□ Jason Wisniowski        □ Dave Mucciacciaro        □ Heather Centrella        □ jerri Wiley

□ Bob Morin        □ Pat Delany        □ Roger Chartier        □ Jonathan Bisset 

□ ________________       □ ________________       □ _________________       □ _________________       □ _________________

BMW CCA
Connecticut Valley Chapter, Inc. 
P.O. Box 432
Hartford, CT 06141

To:

Dated Material

::: 2019 BMW CCA CVC Board of Directors :::

Moving? Please notify BMW CCA directly at:
BMW CCA, 640 South Main St., Greenville, SC 29601

Signature

Election Ballot #2 

Required:

Name _______________________________________________ Membership Number __________________

□ Primary Member       □ Associate Member 

Officers:
President:   □ Willy Wiley        □ _______________       VP:   □ Joe Robinson        □ _________________

Secretary:   □ John Bate        □ ________________       Treasurer:   □ Dave Ortoli        □ _______________

Members-At-Large: Please vote for up to ten. 

□ Jason Wisniowski        □ Dave Mucciacciaro        □ Heather Centrella        □ jerri Wiley

□ Bob Morin        □ Pat Delany        □ Roger Chartier        □ Jonathan Bisset 

□ ________________       □ ________________       □ _________________       □ _________________       □ _________________

Signature


