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One of the most common criticisms voiced by members of the BMW CCA is the
lack of events for members, aside from active driving events. The CT Valley Chapter
Board of Directors is always looking for new and interesting ideas for events to
increase camaraderie amongst the club. If you have any ideas for an event that the
club could sponsor in some way, feel free to reach out to any of the board members.
These events can range from go-karting, skiing, ice skating, brewery tours, bowling,
or even just an informal get together at a local restaurant/pub. Contact information
can be found on the CT Valley Chapter website at http://www.ctvalley.org/contact/

EXPERTISE IN PUBLISHING?

I

f you have experience using Adobe InDesign software, and better still
have a license for it, you can become an important part of publishing

the CT Valley Chapter’s quarterly newsletter, Die Zeitung. We could
use your help to turn the materials that make up DZ – mostly MS Word

WELCOME

NEW MEMBERS

documents and photo files in a variety of formats and resolutions – into
a PDF file which is distributed to our members directly via email and
made available through a link on the CT Valley’s website.

NE E

You would be working primarily with the DZ Editor and may occasionally
collaborate with other CVC Board members. Targeted publication
dates are the last weeks of February, May, August and November each
year. It will be appreciated if you could volunteer your skills and service
to the CT Valley Chapter or for a reasonable stipend.
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If you are interested in this opportunity to contribute to
your Club, please contact the DZ Editor, Paul Frickenhaus,
at pfrickenhaus@ctvalley.org to discuss further details
and get answers to any questions you may have.
Thanks for considering this important way to contribute
to your Club!
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BMW CCA CT VALLEY CHAPTER ELECTION
THE RESULTS ARE IN!
The 2022 election for the Officers and Board Membersat-Large concluded immediately prior to the Annual AllMembers Meeting on February 12th. Many thanks to all
the members who voted, this year using a new electronic
system made available by the National office to compile
and validate the votes. The new leadership slate was
announced at the meeting. For those of you who were
unable to join us, the results are listed here.
Also on the ballot was a referendum item to amend the
Chapter’s by-laws to recognize electronic voting methods
—a long overdue change from the ballot box and mail-in
ballot system that had been in use since the inception of
the Chapter nearly fifty years ago! The amendment was
overwhelmingly approved, 125 to 1.
As custodians of YOUR Connecticut Valley Chapter of
the BMW CCA, all the members of the Board are here
to help provide you with exciting, interesting and fun
experiences—enjoying each other and the cars that
literally bring us together.
Please reach out to any and all of us using our contact
information on the masthead page of the DZ and the
Contacts link on our website https://www.ctvalley.org/ to
let us know how we can best serve you and how you may
contribute to our club’s endeavors.

2022 BOARD MEMBERS
President
Paul Frickenhaus, Editor | pfrickenhaus@ctvalley.org
Vice President
Dave Mucciacciaro, Activities | dmucciacciaro@ctvalley.org
Secretary
Bob Morin, Foundation Liaison | bmorin@ctvalley.org
Treasurer
Dave Ortoli, Street Survival | dortoli@ctvalley.org
Members-At-Large
John Bate | jbate@ctvalley.org
Rai Blanchette, Social Media | rblanchette@ctvalley.org
Heather Centrella, Communcations | hcentrella@ctvalley.org
Roger Chartier, Advertising | rchartier@ctvalley.org
Patrick Delany, Driving Events | cvc-dec@comcast.net
Chris Foote, Social Media | cfoote@ctvalley.org
Nathan Sartwell, Membership, Social Media |
nsartwell@ctvalley.org
jerri Wiley | jwiley@ctvalley.org
Willy Wiley | wwiley@ctvalley.org

MESSAGE FROM THE PAST PRESIDENT By WILLY WILEY
Well here it is 2022 and I’m writing this thank you column as a past President of the chapter
again. I’m not going to make it long even though I held the office for six years.
We had some tough times the past couple of years what with the pandemic going on. There
are too many people to say thank you individually, but I’m happy to say that through the efforts
of our chapter members we seem to have gotten past the worse of it.
Congratulations to our new officers and board and wish them a successful new year.
Ich hoffe, die Fahrt nach vorne ist angenehm. (Hope the ride going forward is enjoyable.)

Thank you, Willy, for your ongoing dedication!
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PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN
Hello fellow BMW fans!
This is the first time I’m
writing to you as President of your Connecticut Valley Chapter of the BMW CCA. When joining
this club thirty five years ago, it never occurred to
me I’d one day be addressing you from this column. I had joined the club to share my appreciation
for BMWs with others who felt the same way. Over
these years, I have found I share a deep appreciation for the friendships of the people who make
up this club and who just happen to like the same
brand of car as me! In our lives it is, after all, more
about the people we share our journey with than
the mode of transportation. Okay that said we really do love our BMWs, don’t we?
On behalf of all the current Board members, we
give a big thanks to all of you who voted in our most
recent election. Our goal is to make sure you find
this chapter in capable hands, minds and hearts
– hands that will always be there to shake (or fist
bump) yours, minds that create new opportunities,
excitement and enjoyment, and hearts that welcome your involvement in the enthusiasm, comradery and companionship our club offers. The officers and board members are a capable, diverse
and cohesive team of members who have a long
history with the Club and ones who are relative
newcomers. Together we will be working to bring
renewed vitality and energy to the CVC especially
as we hopefully emerge from a period of isolation
and uncertainty.
Most importantly, while all your Board members
are dedicated to making our club vibrant and relevant, we heartily invite every one of you to engage
with us on this journey. Come and participate in
some or many of the events we will be scheduling.
Better yet, bring us your ideas and suggestions for
events and activities you would like to share with
like-minded club members. These can be automotive related or not, relaxing or sporting, culinary or
cultural, historical or future focused. Beyond that,
we invite you to become a partner with us to plan
and host these activities. Volunteers are always
appreciated and needed to help out at HPDEs,
Street Survival, hospitality, organizing and executing events. If you have talents and skills you’d
be willing to share with the Club, you could assist
Board members by helping in the areas of publishing, advertising, membership recruitment and
more. Each one of you is as much a part of the Club
as we Board members.
Let’s join each other to enjoy this journey together!

—Paul
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DZ INFORMATION
Die Zeitung is published quarterly by the BMW CCA Connecticut Valley
Chapter, P.O.Box 432, Hartford, CT 06141
This newsletter and all of its content shall remain the sole property of the
BMW CCA Connecticut Valley Chapter, Inc. All information supplied herein is
provided by, and exclusively for, the members of the Club.
The Club is in no way associated with the importer, BMW NA, or any other
agents of the Bayerische Motoren Werke AktienGesellschaft, Munchen,
Freistaat Bayern, Deutschland.
The Club assumes no liability for the information presented herein. It should
be noted that, unless so stated, none of the information bears the status of
“Factory Approved.” The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed herein
are those of the authors and are not necessarily endorsed by the Club. No
authentication is implied by the editor or publisher. Modifications to vehicles
within the warranty period may void the warranty, in part or in full. Permission
is hereby granted to reproduce any material herein provided full credit is given
to the author and the Connecticut Valley Chapter.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
Membership in the BMW Car Club of America is $58.00 yearly and includes
a one year subscription to Roundel, the national publication of the club and
to Die Zeitung, the publication of the Connecticut Valley Chapter. Associate
membership is available for $10.00 per year and does not receive publications.

To join, go online:
https://cdn.bmwcca.org/static/join/index.html
Articles and other materials intended for inclusion in Die Zeitung should be
sent to DZ@CTValley.org. Copyright information must be included with all
items submitted for publication.

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
InformationThe DZ is published in full color and distributed electronically to
our members and the public. It reaches approximately 1,700 enthusiastic BMW
Club members and receives views from all over the world. We provide URL
links to our advertisers websites directly from the eZine.

ANNUAL RATES
Full page - $1,295
Half page - $795
Quarter page - $395
Business card - $285
Full color camera ready art should be emailed to
Roger Chartier at RChartier@CTValley.org

USE OF IMAGES STATEMENT
Chapter events may be photographed or recorded and subsequent images
published in the Chapter newsletter or other BMW CCA publications.
Attendance at Chapter events constitutes permission by all participants for
public release of images from the event.
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THE ROAR BEFORE THE 24
And the Rolex 24 at Daytona

T

his year’s Rolex 24 had 61 entrants, which was the largest field

in many years, eclipsing last year by
13 cars. IMSA had dropped the GTLM
class (in which only the Corvette fac-

tory team and a privateer Porsche ran
full-time last year) in favor of a new
GT3 based GTD Pro Class, essentially running identical cars to the GTD
Class with which you might be familiar. The difference is that the Pro Class
features an all-pro (Gold and Platinum
rated) line-up of drivers. New for BMW
fans this meant that the familiar Turner Motorsports M6 which retired after
Petit LeMans last fall was replaced
with a new GT3 M4 and the two factory BMW Team RLL M8s, which re6

By BOB MORIN

tired after the same race last fall were
also replaced with new GT3 M4s. This
change resulted in 13 GTD Pro entries
which, combined with nine LMP3 cars
filled this year’s grid.
The Roar Before the 24 is intended to
be a test and practice session, since
the Rolex is not only the first race of
the season, but the longest. Many
teams also field brand new race cars,
so the extra track time can be very
helpful. A few years ago however,
IMSA decided to make things even
more interesting and hold an actual
race which is used to set the grid for
the 24 hour race. This is also done to
hopefully reduce all the sandbagging
that used to take place so that teams

would not be impacted with costly BoP
(balance of performance) changes before the race.
Making things interesting was the
very un-Florida-like weather with
temperatures in the 30s and 40s and
rain in much of the forecast. To be
blunt, the M4s in both Classes were
very slow and in some cases were
nearly two seconds a lap slower than
the fastest in Class. This resulted in
an almost unprecedented BoP adjustment of increased boost across
all RPM levels as well as 5 additional liters of fuel, in the middle of the
weekend. In spite of these changes,
the BMW Team RLL cars finished the
race 12th and 13th (out of 13) and the

Turner car finished 20th (out of 22).
So, in the week between the Roar and
the Rolex 24 IMSA issued yet another BoP adjustment to the BMWs, but
this time IMSA took back 4 of the 5 liters of fuel that had just been given
and then ordered a rear wing angle
change from 0º to -2.2º. While this gave
the cars more straightway speed it
completely ruined the front to rear
balance, so they were actually slower
in the infield sections.
If you have read along this far, you are
probably enough of a IMSA WeatherTech fan to have either watched
some or all of the 24, or you have read
about the results, but I’ll quickly skip
to the end and let you know that the
two GTD Pro cars finished 7th and 9th,
partly through attrition among some
of the other competitors, still about
1.6 seconds a lap slower than the
Class leaders, and when the leaders
complete 711 laps, that’s a lot of time

to lose. And while the Turner car was
also about 1.9 seconds slower than
the leaders in GTD, they were actually
running competitively thanks to some
great driving combined with Don
Salama’s typical strategic skills. However despite their valiant efforts, they
were taken out after contact with another competitor during the night and
only credited with 18th place in Class.
So, all in all, it was not the best start
to the new M4 in IMSA competition. BMW Team RLL, having first announced they would race two cars
again at Sebring, decided to cut back
to one car so that half of the crew
members could switch their focus
back at the shop to their new GTP
entry (renamed such at Daytona from
the previous announced new LMDh
Class). This GTP entry will hopefully allow BMW to compete for overall
wins as well as a possible LeMans entry. But for now, here’s to hoping that

IMSA can get the BoP right so that the
M4s can at least compete in Class.
Meanwhile, over in the Michelin Tire
Challenge which was run the day before the Rolex 24, BMW faired a bit
better, with Turner Motorsports’ Bill
Auberlen and Dillon Machavern finishing on the podium in 3rd place in the
previous generation M4 GT4, while the
Robby Foley/Vin Barletta Turner car
finished 5th. There were two additional BMWs in the race, but the Stephen
Cameron car finished 26th in Class
and the Random Vandals Racing entry
failed to start after a crash in practice.
The next race for both Michelin Tire
Challenge and the WeatherTech Series will have already occurred by the
time you read this, so we’ll know if
IMSA brought a little more BoP help to
the GT3 M4s.
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BMW Farmobil at the 2013 Vintage in NC

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT
The P1965 BMW Farmobil - Owners: Willy & jerri Wiley
By WILLY WILEY

Where would you find
such a thing?

decided to a least take a look at it as it
wasn’t too far away in Milford, CT.

When I was first contacted about this

On June 26, 2011 my wife, jerri, and I
visited the owner and were taken to
its place of storage. What we found
was a fairly complete (albeit missing
the doors), non-running vehicle that
had been sitting on stands inside
a weather-controlled Quonset hut
building. After a brief discussion
we decided to take the Farmobil off
his hands. We returned on July 2nd,
loaded it up and trailered it to our
home in Stevenson.

car I was serving as President of the
Connecticut Valley Chapter of the
BMW Car Club of America. The phone
call was brief but the caller said that
if there wasn’t any interest in taking
away his BMW Farmobil he was going
to dispose of it in a junk yard.
Being a long time member of the
BMW Club and an owner of a number
of 2002s, I was fairly familiar with
the ravages of salt applied to the
roads and how many older BMWs
would be relegated to the wrecking
yard. However, after a bit of internet
investigation about the Farmobil, we
8

I contacted a number of my friends in
the BMW Club about the vehicle and
asked about getting some parts for
it — an oil filter for starters. Going by
the vintage on the license plate, 1981

Connecticut, it probably hadn’t been
started in a while and some fresh oil
certainly wouldn’t hurt. With the friend’s
direction I was able to purchase a new
oil filter from the BMW motorcycle
dealership in Brookfield, CT. After
changing the oil and filter, and putting
in fresh gasoline, we got it to start. It
couldn’t be driven at this time since it
was missing some small but important
parts that would give it operating
brakes! That was in September 2011
and from there forward we embarked
on the preservation of our Farmobil.

Where did it come from?
Now here’s a bit of history about the
Farmobil from BMWs Mobile Tradition
Live, Vol. 03, Issue 03, November 2005.

It states that the “Fahr AG mechanical
engineering factory … was tasked with
designing a light transport vehicle for
agricultural use.” Fahr AG’s efforts to
develop the vehicle were less then
successful, but seeing a demand
for such a vehicle it was decided to
further develop it in collaboration with
BMW. With BMW providing the engine
and transmission from its 700 car as
well as some additional modifications,
an improved model was introduced in
1961. The vehicle was originally to have
been built by Fahr in Gottmadingen,
Germany, but by this time Fahr couldn’t
construct it because of their shift to
the manufacturing of farm tractors.
Fahr then granted a license to the
company FARCO in Greece. It was
there in 1962 that the vehicles were
produced for delivery. In 1963 things
became interesting with Chrysler
buying out FARCO and renaming
it Hellas S.A.I. Chrysler thought the
Farmobil might be something to sell
in the USA, and even went so far as
to display the vehicle at its pavilion
at the 1964/5 World’s Fair in Flushing,
NY. Chrysler eventually decided
against selling it in the US but did have
some success with Simca doing the
marketing for them in France and other
countries. In 1965, BMW AG became

the importer and sole distributor of
the Farmobil in Germany. Production
of the vehicle ceased in 1966/67 after
the production of approximately
1,000 units.
A road test done by AUTOCAR
magazine in January 1965 provides
a lot of information on the vehicle.
The rear mounted 2 cylinder BMW
air cooled horizontally opposed
”boxer” engine had a displacement
of 697 cc and provided an as tested
top speed of 47 mph. The weight of
the vehicle without passengers was
around 1,500 lbs. and it had a weight
distribution of 45.1% on the front
axle with 54.9% on the rear. What is
interesting is that another reference I
found shows that its payload capacity
is 1,250 lbs., which isn’t too shabby for
such a small vehicle. The AUTOCAR
article listed a base price of £711 for it,
which today would be about $20,500.
For comparison a VW Beetle at that
time cost £650, so it wasn’t a cheap
vehicle. Perhaps that was due to its
BMW connection because a Chrysler/
Simca Imp was only £509.

Ever heard the term
“Unicorn”?
Our Farmobil is one of the ones
originally imported into Germany.

While not having any paperwork to
support this, I found out through a
contact in England that the chassis
plate on the one he owns does not
mention the type of vehicle as a BMW
Farmobil like ours does. His plate
only mentions Chrysler. The previous
owner of ours couldn’t tell us any of
the history of how, why, or when our
Farmobil made it to the USA. He did
tell us he’d owned it for about 20
years. He also couldn’t give us any
details of when or why the original
round headlights were changed to
the “Federalized” rectangular ones it
now has.
Since we acquired the vehicle, we
have been doing preservation work
on it. We began with replacing the
shifter linkage then rebuilt the brakes
in 2012. In 2013 we had the seats
reupholstered and followed that up
in 2014 by installing a new fabric top.
In 2015, because of rust, we had the
sill below the driver’s side replaced
and the exterior of the vehicle was
repainted.
Subsequent to the preservation work
we became aware of a special BMW
display that was going to be added
to the Greenwich Concours in 2016.
We entered the show and much to

Convertible? You bet! - Transformation Possibilities
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our surprise we won a trophy, Most
Fun Car, which was sponsored by
Atria Senior Living.
Following up on that success we
entered the car in the Concurs &
Gathering of the Marks at Lime Rock
Park in September of that same year.
We won 2nd place in Class B2, Carry
Your Weight, which was for vocational
vehicles.
For a while we had the only Farmobil
in the US. That changed when the
Lane Motor Museum in Nashville
imported one from France. We got
a chance to see it while it was on
display at the museum and noted that
it was a Chrysler badged one. It was
fairly complete but they never got it
running and wound up selling it to a
gentleman in Florida.
At this time the vehicle has remained
in storage for six years. We would like
to get it back in use to display at some
BMW and other car shows sometime
Greenwich Concours in 2016

Lime Rock Park Concurs & Gathering of the Marks 2016
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in the future.

You Are Invited

to write for the DZ!

There are over 1,600 members in the Connecticut Valley
Chapter of BMW CCA — you being one of them. To
varying degrees we are all “car people.” Many of us
attend one or more of the events the Club presents
each year. ALL of our members participate by reading
the various communications received from the BMW
CCA National office and our chapter’s Board.
We welcome your contributions wholeheartedly.
Your fellow club members will be interested to see
what you have to share. There really aren’t any
restrictions, though it’s advisable to keep the
tone and tenor in the PG13 range. Articles for
BIMMERLIFE are best kept to between 800
and 1,000 words. For our newsletter, Die Zeitung, we can
accommodate larger texts. If your submittal is exceptionally
compelling, it may make it into Roundel. And in all cases,
it is ideal to have some high resolution photos to accompany your piece. These communications include hard copy
publications like Roundel and BIMMERLIFE along with the on-line
editions of BIMMERLIFE and our chapter newsletter, Die Zeitung (which is
German for “the newspaper” in case you wondered.)

If you have ever thought of being an automotive writer, or just want to share a story or experience, you are
invited to drop a note to us. Here are some suggestions for topics you may consider:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

What was the spark that got you interested in cars?
What was your first BMW?
What is your favorite car, the one you wish you still had, or the one you long to own someday?
What outstanding road trips or other automotive experiences have you had?
Can you recommend a car museum, factory tour, rally or car show?
Are you involved in racing, restoring, collecting cars?
Which car-related persons have you met that made an impression on you?
Do you have an interest in electric cars, diesels, convertibles, wagons?
Are there favorite scenic or fun-to-drive routes you’d like to share with others?
What was your most notable automotive experience?
What automotive experiences are on your bucket list?

You can start right now by sending your submittals to Paul Frickenhaus at: pfrickenhaus@ctvalley.org.
This is not a one-time offer, so feel free to send in whatever you’ve got whenever you’ve got it. Then look
forward to seeing your works in print! We are excited to hear from you!

Your article appearing in this Newsletter Begins HERE!
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MY 2020 750I MAY BE SMARTER THAN ME
By PETER THORNER

I

n July of 2019 I drove out of my BMW
dealership in a new 2020 750i M
Sport. I had previously owned a 750
LiX, purchased new in 2010. That car
had 61,000 miles and its skin was in
perfect condition. Friends were eager to purchase this car once they
learned that I had a newer model on
order. And why not? That car had been
a very reliable ride and I was frankly a
bit tentative as to whether I should
wade into the deep pool of technological wizardry incorporated into the
2020 model.
The new car’s acceleration and steering were impressive compared to
the previous 750. Kudos to that! Admittedly though, my initial reaction
to the car was that its extensive new
technological architecture seemed
a bit daunting. There were seemingly an interminable number of settings
now adjustable at my fingertips and
the nature and functionality of these
controls represented a significant
expansion from what I had become
accustomed to in the earlier 750. Not
surprisingly, the owner’s manual for
the new car is 410 pages long, a far cry
from the paltry XXX pages of the manual for the first BMW I owned - a 70’s
era 320i. so my observations here will
not be exhaustive but will merely address the new innovations that I have
become acquainted with since taking
possession of the car. After 6 months
of ownership, it is an understatement
to say that I have not as yet mastered

the car’s capabilities but I am indeed
impressed with the technology and
controls that I am experiencing for
the first time. For the less technically oriented, BMW Thankfully provides
a phone number with a “Genius” on
the other end who will patiently talk
you through any technological matters with which have the proud owner
but confused owner scratching their
head.. The dealership also provides
some additional one-on-one in-person instruction should the owner request it. The new 750 incorporates not
only typical manual and voice controls,
but now offers the option to control
input with a touchpad on the top of
the iDrive knob. Use of the touchpad
can result in a good deal of frustration as some of the responses to one’s
fingers can give rise to unintelligible
results. And if that were not enough,
many of the car’s functions respond to
hand gestures. I turned that feature off
however as “talking with my hands” often resulted in unintended responses
like an unwanted adjustment to the radio or turning lights on. Sadly, or perhaps fortunately, a raised middle digit
did not trigger a blare of the horn. One
word of caution, there are so many
customizable control options that
drivers need to resist the temptation
of adjusting controls while underway
with the same mindset that would apply to texting while driving
Stepping into the car, I discovered
the analog instruments had all been

replaced with digital images with
abundant driver controls over the
amount of information each instrument can deliver. . Thankfully, the seat
is exceptionally comfortable for the
many hours one might enjoy experimenting with the myriad options. The
speedometer can provide speed in
miles-per-hour or kilometers. A variety of engine data can be displayed in
the face of the tachometer. If desired,
I can add information to the screen
between the speedometer and tach
including my current GPS location
or my programmed destination. I can
display the current street map or can
also have my current media selections
in that same space. But before I could
get going, I needed to program a personal profile into the car. This profile
remembers my preferential settings,
greets me each time I enter the car
and makes it very easy to place the
car in “valet” mode which prevents
anyone else from altering my personal settings and accessing the car’s
trunk. The instrument cluster has a
changing color palette to differentiate between Comfort, Sport or Eco
mode. The vehicle also offers the
ability to analyze the nuances of the
operator’s driving styles.
The installed cameras in the car render high definition images including separate rear, front and birds eye
views. These cameras form the framework for automatic parking, assisted
back up and a panoramic view of the
13

front of the car which has proved invaluable when approaching a dangerous intersection. Cameras are also
driver adjustable as to brightness and
contrast. Auto parking will also audibly
signal when cameras detect a useable
parking spot.
The lane departure software not only
provides the usual vibration on the
steering wheel but after initially believing that the car was possessed, I
learned that it automatically corrects
my steering should I drift toward another lane. A little eerie at first, but this
too can be adjusted to a comfortable
level of correction so that you are not
startled every time you drift a bit from
your driving line. The assisted driving
Active Cruise Control function will
maintain the car at a desired speed in
its traffic lane, and can monitor the safe
distance from any vehicle in your direct path. And if that were not enough,
the car monitors my facial expressions
to determine if I am showing signs of
drowsiness and offers suggestions for
a rest stop. All assisted driving functions provide visual images of the road
ahead and the positions of the other
vehicles surrounding my 750.
Ambient lighting can be turned on
when desired and there are at least
a half-dozen colors that can be displayed. In addition, the heads up display has the current speed limit that
flashes a different color if the driver
exceeds the posted speed limit. I can
also view most navigational information as well as media programs on the
heads up display. I find heads-up particularly useful at night.
Not to be left out of the smart phone
revolution, BMW offers an application
called “Connected Drive” which links
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several car controls to one’s phone.
The owner is able to remotely monitor the fuel level, lock and unlock the
car, turn lights on and off and beep
the horn. The car also came with an
installed Wi-Fi hotspot which requires
activation from ATT after some trivial “free” data transfer offered by that
carrier.
Since I already have unlimited data on
my personal phone and do not travel
far afield of most cell antennas, the
activation which costs twenty bucks
a month before taxes, seemed somewhat superfluous. Just saying…
Without any action on my part, the car
knows when I refuel and automatically
resets the mileage incurred since the
last trip to the gas station. It displays
the street name and speed limit of the
road it is on. It self-adjusts the height
of the vehicle based on the number
of passengers on board. I can open
and close the trunk without using my
hands of the car key simply by using a
foot gesture.
In short, my 2020 750i is a technological marvel. It is loaded with an
encyclopedic collection of adjustable conveniences most of which are
controllable to driver preferences.
It provides for rear passenger control of certain functions through the
use of a computer tablet installed in
the rear passenger arm rest. It provides for a charging pad for my induction-charged iPhone and contains
both regular and C-type USB inputs,
which are capable of connecting to
the car’s media function. It will anticipate if I am likely to collide with anything in the vehicle’s front, side or rear
paths and put on the brakes to prevent
the occurrence. Despite the potential

for myriad distractions if drivers experiment with control settings while
driving, I will have to conclude that my
car is a good deal smarter than me and
I feel infinitely safer than I did in my
earlier 750.
I generally judge the quality of a vehicle by the amount of time it remains road-worthy with as little time
for periodic service as necessary. To
that end, my older BMW exceeded
my expectations. The car was delivered without any need to have the
dealer correct any shortcoming and
remains so as of this writing. With all
the electronic functions now built into
my 2020 model, I am hopeful that my
new 750 will outperform my last BMW.
Thus far I am delighted with the car’s
performance and can recommend the
vehicle with no reservations. It may
have even made me smarter, though
perhaps in some ways, still not as
smart as it is!
Follow-up: Since this article was written, my 750 remains a reliable road
worthy vehicle with no electrical or
mechanical problems to report. However when the car’s technology informed me that coolant levels needed to be topped off, the information
in the owners’ manual as to location,
number of fill containers and the type
of coolant to be added were either
noticeably absent or were glaringly
incorrect. This necessitated a visit to
the dealership which could have been
avoided had the appropriate information been provided by BMW in the
owner's manual. There have been no
revisions made to address the mysteriously inadequate info available as
a result of inquiries made to both the
dealer and BMW USA.
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February 12, 2022

ANNUAL
MEETING
O
nce again this year, our Annual
Dinner Meeting became the

Virtual Annual Meeting due to our

continued progression through the
Greek alphabet by way of CoVid-19.
Delta and Omicron were the main
culprits this time. We are cautiously
optimistic that we will be able to be
together again for the Annual Dinner
Meeting next year. It is a special get
together as it’s the only time we see
the guys in ties and gals in gowns
instead of the usual sweatshirts, tees
and jeans.
The Annual Meeting is the venue
where election results are announced.
You’ll find the names of the officers
and board members along with the

We know many of you did not attend the virtual Annual
Meeting but you should at least see the posters which
were given away as door prizes. All of the posters had
been given to us by the BMW CCA Foundation as a Thank
You for our chapter’s contribution to them.

referendum results on page 4 of this
issue of the DZ.

This year’s keynote speaker was Bill
Rueckert, one of the members of the
new team of co-owners of Lime Rock
Park.l Bill is also a long-time member
of our Club and frequent participant
in HPDEs. An engaging speaker, Bill
presented an enlightening history of
Lime Rock as well as an overview of
recent changes and plans for the future.

Genesis – BMW From The Beginning

You can see a video of the entire Annual
Meeting where it will be available
for a limited time by clicking this link:
www.ctvalley.org/ct-valley-videos
And in the category of “you have to be
present to win” door prizes were given
out to five lucky attendees.

BMW CCA CT VALLEY CHAPTER

Passion – M3– (two copies)

2021 Financial Summary
Advertising
$
3,641
Drivers School Fees
$ 44,818
Membership dues
$
11,313
Misc. Income
$
624
Sponsorships
$ 3,000
		
Total Income
$ 63,396
		
Charitable contributions
$ 2,550
Drivers Schools Expenses
$ 43,343
Equipment
$
230
Event & Meeting Expenses
$
4,771
Operations
$
150
Taxes & fees
$
1,792
Website and DZ related
$
3,897
			
Total Expenses
$ 56,733
		
Year Status
$ 6,663

1979 320 Turbo, Signed by Jim Busby, copy #10
of 100

Genesis – BMW From The Beginning BMW 303
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CT VALLEY CHAPTER’S SOCIAL MEDIA PAGE

We are very excited to now have an active presence in the
Facebook / Instagram realm. Our ultimate goal is to utilize
the FB / IG platforms as memory banks to help nurture our
community through BMW-related posts of life events, not
just CVC sanctioned events.
We invite your submissions for both CCA and non-CCA
event-related photos - not limited to any particular culture.
We request BMW themed subjects such as family photos
(road trips, birthdays, camping trips, sports, picnics, rallyes,
etc.), enthusiast builds, car care, photoshoot images and
the like. The idea is for these shared photos to be posted
periodically (as received), allowing our large community to
coexist vicariously through them.

Please send anything you would like shared / posted to
any of our Social Media Coordinators via email, Facebook
Messenger or Instagram Chat.
We wholeheartedly welcome your contributions so we
may continue to grow our great online community, building
stronger networking at our in-person events!
Our “handle” is: @ctvalleybmwcca
Our SMCs’ email addresses are:
RBlanchette@CTValley.org
CFoote@CTValley.org
NSartwell@CTValley.org

WA

Stay updated on current events at our website! Click here.
H
TC
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THE BOY WHO LOVES CARS

To one degree or another, we all
love cars. We are after all members
of a car club! At the very least we
appreciate cars. Here is a short
YouTube story about a boy who really loves cars and applies his impressive talents to help others see them
as he does. Take a few minutes to be amazed. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S141eZcMS3Q

LATEST NEWS FROM THE BMW CCA FOUNDATION
& ULTIMATE DRIVING MUSEUM
By BOB MORIN

T

he new year has already been
quite busy at the Ultimate Driv-

ing Museum with the closing of the
BMW Z Cars: Freedom & Fun exhibit and the work to change over to the
next exhibit, The Power of M: Celebrating 50 Years. All of the Z cars
have left and many of the vehicles for

The Power of M exhibit had already
arrived as of mid-February. On February 21, Roundel photographer, Klaus
Schnitzer began taking photos of
the cars for the exclusive soft and
hard cover books for this year. Museum memberships are now available
at:

https://bmwccafoundation.org/

membership
Depending upon the level of membership you select, either the soft or hard
cover book about the exhibit will be included as a perk of membership.
Members of the M and X Chapters attending MX1 (April 8th through 10th)
will have a sneak peak of the new exhibit. Then on Friday evening, May 13th,

there will be a private reception for the
owners whose cars are on exhibit along
with M Chapter members as part of the
Opening Weekend festivities followed
the next day with an exclusive opening for the M Chapter. The exhibit will
open to the public on Monday, May
16th and then on the following Friday,
May 20th, there will be an Open House
for those attending The Vintage up in
Hot Springs, NC. If you are attending
The Vintage, look for the Foundation’s
booth on site in Hot Springs.

or are beginning their learner’s permit

As COVID concerns are at least seemingly starting to lessen, work is feverishly taking place to get The Tire Rack
Street Survival program back to a full
schedule with the goal of returning to
100+ schools across the nation and
engaging all of the BMW CCA, SCCA
and PCA organizers. More schools are
being added to the calendar all the
time, and our own Connecticut Valley
Chapter is planning to return to hosting two schools this year. If you or anyone that you know has teenagers who
have recently earned their licenses,

Foundation for yourself, opportuni-

phase, please make them aware of this
potentially life-saving course. At $95
for a full day of classroom and in-car
coaching (plus breakfast and lunch
for the students and their parents),
it is certainly a very worthwhile day.
https://streetsurvival.org
The Founders’ Garden continues to
grow, if you would like to commemorate someone, or just become part
of this beautiful area outside the
ties are listed here: https://garden.
bmwccafoundation.org. Also, remember that if you shop on Amazon, you
are invited to sign up at smile.Amazon.
com to have a portion of each purchase you make donated to the Foundation, at no additional cost to you.
And, of course, the Foundation will
always be very appreciative of any tax
deductible donation you might wish to
make, whether cash, BMW memorabilia, cars, etc., etc.
17
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2022 Driver’s School

— REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! —

You bought the car because you like to enjoy the drive. But for a lot of good reasons,
you can’t really enjoy your cars' performance abilities. How would you like to drive
that car on a closed course with no speed limits, police, or pedestrians? Then you
should check out our upcoming driving schools at Lime Rock Park this coming April
15th & 16th or October 14th. In our schools you will drive your car on the FCP Euro
Proving Grounds at Lime Rock Park or Lime Rock's legendary Main Track!
The FCP Euro Proving Grounds at Lime Rock Park is comprised of an upper and lower
autocross track plus a fully wetted skid pad. The course provides the opportunity
to push your car to its traction limits and learn in a safe environment under the
supervision of experienced instructors. This is the closest you can get to driving on
a full race track! If you ever thought about giving it a try, this is the event for you!
Lime Rock’s historic 1.53 mile road course is the main classroom for our high
performance driver education program. We alternate between instructor led
classrooms to in-car instruction on the track. When you’re not in class or on track,
there’s time to check out all that wonderful machinery in the paddock. Lime Rock
and BMW go so well together that in 2013 BMW even created a limited edition Fire
Orange E92 M3 in its honor. Regardless of the car you drive, Lime Rock Park is a
bucket list track that’s sure to challenge and thrill!
To learn more and register, follow the links:
Friday, April 15, 2022
Car Control Clinic on the FCP Euro Proving Grounds at Lime Rock Park
http://msreg.com/CVCCCC2022-04-15
Saturday, April 16, 2022
High Performance Driver Education at Lime Rock Park – Road Course
http://msreg.com/CVCHPDE2022-04-16
Friday, October 14, 2022
High Performance Driver Education at Lime Rock Park – Road Course
http://msreg.com/CVCHPDE2022-10-15
Questions about what High Performance Driver Education is all about? Check out
our chapter website HPDE page - https://www.ctvalley.org/hpde/. We hope to see
you at the track this year!
— Pat Delany, CVC Driving Events Coordinator
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