
NOTICE: The 2022 Election Period for the Connecticut Valley Chapter is Now Open 

The annual election period for the CT Valley Chapter Officers and Board Members is now open.  A link to the electronic 
ballot can be found below.  For those who are unable or unwilling to vote electronically, a print of the ballot may be 
completed and signed, including the BMW CCA Membership number, and mailed to the CVC P.O. Box. Only one ballot 
per CT Valley Chapter member will be accepted.   

Please complete the ballot and cast your vote before midnight February 7, 2022.   
No ballots will be accepted after that date.  

The results of the election will be announced at the Annual Meeting on February 12, 2022. 

Please note that most candidates are running unopposed, however there is a selection to be made for the office of 
President. Candidate Statements from the two candidates for the office of President as well as one from a first-time 
candidate for Member at Large can be found below. (Candidates for uncontested offices who are incumbents on the 
board have not posted Candidate Statements.)  

This year there is also a Referendum Item for an amendment to the Club Bylaws to specifically recognize electronic 
voting methods - the way most members now choose to vote - in place of mail-in ballots. The proposed change to the 
Bylaws must be Accepted by a majority of voting members in order to be adopted. The CVC Board recommends you vote 
to Accept this referendum item. 

HERE IS YOUR LINK TO THE 2022 BOARD MEMBER BALLOT AND REFERENDUM VOTE:  

https://www.bmwcca.org/ballot/2022-ct-valley-chapter 

(For mail-in ballot, see bottom of this announcement.) 

 
CANDIDATE STATEMENTS FOR OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

Willy Wiley    

For those who don’t know me, my name is Willy Wiley and I am running again for President of the 
chapter. This is the first time that I can remember having to write a candidacy statement for my 
reelection and I welcome the opportunity to reintroduce myself. 

I have been on the board of the CVC for many years and have held the positions of Member at Large, 
Vice President and President. Along with those positions at times in the past I was the Safety Officer for 
our track events at Lime Rock, Rally Master, and served on at least three Octoberfest committees. 

Presently my wife and I have four BMWs. Our oldest one is a 1965 Farmobil, followed by a 1974 2002 parts car, our 1976 
2002 “Garage Queen” and a 2001 330xi “road veteran” with over 211k miles on it. 

I am currently retired and my wife and I have been spending our time traveling around the country when we can with 
our camp trailer. The rest of the time we spend working around our house here in Monroe and responding to calls with 
the Stevenson Volunteer Fire Company. 

If elected again as President I hope to be able to oversee the reinvigoration of the Board. I would also like to see the use 
of the social media as a way to get the membership more involved with the club and to see more better attended 
events. 

I hope my short candidacy statement is enough to garner your vote for me. However if not, I still plan on staying with 
the BMW friends that I have made through the years. 

  

 



Paul Frickenhaus   

Hi, I became an avid Bimmerphile since enjoying my first ride in a college friend’s brand new 2002. I 
have been a member of the CT Valley Chapter of BMW CCA since I returned to the States from a work 
assignment in Germany in 1987 with a European delivery 3-series.   Over the years, I have had a dozen 
BMWs, three of which I still own.  If you are reading this, you are likely a Bimmer fan too – my kind of 
car person!   

For the past three years, I have served on the CVC Board as a Member-at-Large, but my participation in 
the Club began well before that.  As a Chapter member, I have been involved in many Club-related events and activities, 
having volunteered to help run and occasionally participate in our HPDEs, served as an in-car coach for the Tire Rack 
Street Survival program for over ten years and have worked in both the Hospitality Tent and Membership Booth at Lime 
Rock IMSA events.  I have also organized Chapter events such as the open house at The Paddock – Classic Car 
Restorations in New Britain and the last Bring More Wax Show & Shine event at the same venue.  I have also increased 
Chapter member awareness of, and participation in, some non-Club events such as Caffeine & Carburetors in New 
Canaan – where this year, for the first time in the event’s history, a reserved area was established for BMWs.  I was also 
instrumental in fostering CVC Member participation in the annual Hartford-based Rallye for a Cure charity event to 
benefit the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation – making BMW driver/navigator teams the largest sub-group of 
participants by far and helping to establish New Country BMW as the title sponsor and host of the event. 

I have contributed articles to Die Zeitung, BIMMERLIFE and Roundel and have recently become the Editor of DZ, bringing 
it back on-line after some stumbles this past year as well as handling the Chapter’s submissions to BIMMERLIFE. 

But enough about history.  Today’s question is: Where do we go from here?  Now happily retired from a career in the 
aerospace industry, I am prepared to devote more of my time and energy towards our Club Chapter.  It’s probably fair to 
say, once a car person, always a car person.  That said, we are experiencing a period when the kinds of vehicles we drive 
are changing more rapidly.  Time was when BMW was the creator of the “sports sedan” and became the benchmark 
maker in that category.  Now SUVs are the dominant vehicle type, which of course includes BMW’s SAVs.  Besides the 
changing shape of our rides, the means of propulsion is changing as well.  Electric vehicles of all types are the fastest 
growing part of the automotive market.  The way we communicate is changing too – lots less paper and lots more social 
media platforms.   

My commitment is to meet the challenges of the evolution (revolution?) affecting the vehicles we will be driving in the 
years to come while not losing sight of the values that sparked our interest in BMWs in the first place.  We’ll do this by 
striving to increase interest and participation in exciting Club events of all types and putting interesting reading materials 
in front of Chapter Members’ eyes.  Ultimately it’s all about appreciating our cars and each other, Bimmer fans! 

I look forward to your support and engagement in this endeavor!   

 
CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR NEW MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

Chris Foote  

Hi BMW CT Valley CCA! My name is Chris Foote and I’ve been a New England resident for all of my 44 years. My father 
got me into BMWs from the get-go (he started with a 2002) and my first personally owned BMW was a 2001 BMW X5. I 
am now up to 7 BMWs including a rarely optioned E39 M5, the E53 X5, a E38 740i, a E90 325xi, a G30 540xi, a E71 X6 
and a E85 Z4M. To say that I love the brand is an understatement. Not only do I love driving my cars, I also enjoy 
modifying them, learning about how they were engineered and caring for them. I currently reside in Windsor, CT and 
hold a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting from the University of Massachusetts and a Master’s degree from Colorado State 
University. I enjoy helping fellow enthusiasts online as best I can and hope to be able to assist our chapter with ideas and 
events. 

  



REFERENDUM ITEM 

Proposed changes to BMW CCA Connecticut Valley Chapter Bylaws Article IV, Section 3 

(Change recognizes electronic means of ballot distribution and voting method) 

Election of officers will be held by secret ballot to be ratified during the Annual Meeting. Ballots will be distributed by 
any of the various methods listed at least 30 days prior to the date of the Annual Meeting. These methods include, but 
are not restricted to the Die Zeitung newsletter, the US Postal Service, email, or any electronic means. Ballots received 
by mail, or by any other electronic means, as specified on the ballot, must be received by the Chapter no later than the 
date specified. Votes for “write-in” candidates shall be counted in the same manner as for the candidates listed on the 
ballot. If, after all of the votes have been counted, a tie exists for any position, then the current President, with the 
candidates and at least one other current board member present, shall conduct a coin toss to determine the winner. 

 

MAIL-IN BALLOT 

Mail-in ballot instructions: 

1. Print ballot  (See below for mail-in ballot) 

2. Circle Selections for Candidates 

3. Make Referendum Choice 

4. Print your Name and Membership Number and Sign the Ballot 

5. Mail ballot to : 

BMW CCA Connecticut Valley Chapter, Inc. 
P.O. Box 432 
Hartford, CT 06141 

 

 

 

 

  



2022 BALLOT: BMW CCA CONNECTICUT VALLEY CHAPTER 

Officer and Board Member Candidates 
 

OFFICE 

 

CANDIDATE 

 

CURRENT / FORMER 
OFFICE(S) HELD 

 
President (Choose One) 

 

Willy Wiley  
 

Paul Frickenhaus 

Incumbent  (*see 
Candidacy Statement) 
Current Member-at-Large  
(*see Candidacy 
Statement) 

Vice President Dave Mucciacciaro Current Member-at-Large 
Secretary Bob Morin Current Member-at-Large, 

Former Sec., VP, and Pres. 
Treasurer Dave Ortoli Incumbent 

Member-at-Large John Bate Current  Secretary 
Member-at-Large Rai Blanchette Incumbent 
Member-at-Large Heather Centrella Member-at-Large 
Member-at-Large Roger Chartier Incumbent 

Member-at-Large Pat Delany Incumbent 
Member-at-Large Chris Foote New Candidate  (*see 

Candidacy Statement) 
Member-at-Large Nathan Sartwell Incumbent 

Member-at-Large jerri Wiley Member-at-Large, 
Secretary, Treasurer, V.P 

 
 

 
Write-in Candidates 

 

Office Name  

  
  
  

 

Referendum Item 

Accept Reject 
 

Member Name (Printed)____________________________  Member Signature______________________________ 

Membership Number     _____________ 

 


